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At  a  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massa- 
chusetts, held  March  7,  1854,  the  following  vote  was 
passed : — 

"  Voted,  That  the  Council  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  cause  to  be 
published,  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Body,  including  the  Annual 
Meeting  in  September  last,  and  the  Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  next 
September.  It  was  also  voted  that  the  same  Committee  hold  corres- 
pondence with  other  Grand  Chapters  in  the  Union." 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  held  September  12,  1854,  after 
the  Address  of  the  G.  H.  Priest,  it  was, 

"  Voted,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  printed,  together 
with  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest." 

In  accordance  with  these  votes,  we  now  present  an 
abstract  of  the  doings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  from  Sep- 
tember, 1853,  to  December,  1854,  inclusive,  embracing 
the  Officers  for  the  two  years,  the  substance  of  the  busi- 
ness transacted,  and  the  High  Priest's  Annual  Address, 
in  September,  1854. 


ABSTRACT 


THE    PROCEEDINGS    OF 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


ANNUAL  MEETING— Sept.  13,  1853. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  form,  M.  E.  Sam- 
uel Millard,  G.  H.  Priest,  p.  t. 

As  the  G.  H.  Priest,  and  other  Companions,  were  ab- 
sent attending  the  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  at 
Lexington,  Ky.,  the  Annual  Meeting  for  the  choice  of 
Officers,  &c,  was  adjourned  to  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October  following. 

After  a  Report  by  W.  C.  Martin,  from  the  Committee 
in  regard  to  regalia  lent  to  Franklin  Chapter,  at  Green- 
field, the  Grand  Chapter  adjourned  as  above. 


ANNUAL  MEETING— Oct.  11,  1853. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter was  held  by  adjournment,  October  11,  1853. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  [Stephen  Lovell ;  other 
officers  and  members  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gave  a  short  account  of  the 


doings  of  the  late  session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
at  Lexington,  Ky. 

The  Finance  Committee  made  their  Annual  Report  of 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  ;  showing  a  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer  of  only  $47.57,  after  paying  the  bills  of 
the  year. 

Proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year ;  when  the  following  were  unanimously 
chosen  :— 

M.  E.  and  Rev.  Stephen  Lovell,  Grand  High  Priest. 
"         "       "     E.  M.  P.  Wells,  D.  G.  High  Priest. 

E.  James  W.  Crooks,  Grand  King. 

"    Horace  Chenery,  Grand  Scribe. 

Com  p.  Peter  C.  Jones,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Comp.  Thomas  Waterman,  Grand  Secretary. 

Voted,  To  defer  the  Installation  of  the  Officers  till  the  Regular 
Meeting  in  December  next. 

Voted,  That  Article  5th  of  the  Grand  Rules  and  Regulations  be 
repealed ;  this  Article  being  in  the  following  words  : — 

"The  Grand  High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  King,  or 
Scribe,  of  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
not  be  High  Priest,  King,  or  Scribe,  of  a  Subordinate  Chapter." 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  ample  form. 


regular  meeting—Dec.  13, 1853. 

A  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
of  Massachusetts,  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Bos- 
ton, December  13,  1853. 

The  Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ample  form  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  S.  Lovell. 

Other  officers  and  members  present,  and  the  following 
Chapters  represented,  viz : 

St.  Andrew's,  St.  Paul's,  Morning  Star,  Mount  Zion, 
Worcester,  Thomas,  Franklin,  and  Mount  Horeb. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Washington  Chap- 
ter, Salem,  stating  that  their  lost  Charter  was  found. 


Companion  Crooks  was  appointed  to  correspond  with 
Northampton  Chapter  in  regard  to  dues  of  that  Chapter, 
&c. 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  write  to  King 
Cyrus's  Chapter,  at  Newburyport,  on  the  subject  of  dues, 
&c. 

Companion  Chenery  was  appointed  to  visit  Sutton 
Chapter,  in  regard  to  dues,  &c. 

Proceeded  to  the  installation  of  the  Officers  for  the 
year. 

M.  E.  John  B.  Hammett,  P.  G.  H.  Priest,  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  installed  M.  E.  Stephen  Lovell,  G.  H. 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachu- 
setts, who  then  installed  the  other  Grand  Officers,  as 
follows : — 

M.  E.  and  Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells,  D.  G.  H.  Priest. 
E.  James  W.  Crooks,  G.  King. 
"    Horace  Chenery,  G.  Scribe. 
Com.  Peter  C.  Jones,  G.  Treasurer. 
"      Thomas  Waterman,  G.  Secretary. 

The  following  appointments  were  then  announced,  and 
the  several  Officers  duly  installed  : — 

Elijah  K.  Spoor,  G.  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Wm.  H.  L.  Smith,  G.  Principal  Sojourner. 
Joseph  Bedlovv,  G.  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
Ebenezer  W.  Tolman,  G.  Master  of  3d  Veil. 
George  Ripley,  "         "  2d     " 

A.  F.  Beaman,  "         "  1st    " 

Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  G.  Chaplain. 

David  Thayer         [G.  Stewards. 
George  M.  Gibson,  ) 
William  C.  Martin,  G.  Tyler. 

Twenty  dollars  was  voted  to  the  Masonic  Board  of 
Relief,  for  charitable  purposes. 

Grand  Chapter  adjourned  to  9  o'clock,  next  day. 

Met  Wednesday,  according  to  adjournment,  and  spent 
the  whole  day  in  exhibition  of  work  on  the  several  degrees 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  ample  form. 
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REGULAR  MEETING— March  7,  1854. 

A  stated  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  was  held  Tuesday  March  7, 
1854. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ample  form  by  the  G.  H. 
Priest ;  other  officers  and  members  in  attendance. 

The  Chapters  represented,  were  St.  Andrew's,  St. 
Paul's,  Worcester,  Thomas,  and  Franklin. 

Several  items  of  business  were  transacted  in  relation 
to  King  Cyrus  Chapter,  Northampton  Chapter,  sending 
copies  of  Rules  and  Regulations  to  Subordinate  Chapters, 
&c,  not  necessary  to  be  here  repeated  in  detail. 

Lectures  on  the  Mark  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  were 
given,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  adjourned  till  the  next 
day  at  9  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  met  according  to  adjournment,  at  the 
hour  of  nine,  and  spent  the  day  in  exhibiting  the  work  of 
the  degrees. 

Closed  the  Grand  Chapter  in  ample  form. 


REGULAR  MEETING— June  13,  1854. 

A  stated  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple, 
Boston,  Tuesday,  June  13,  1854. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ample  form. 

M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest,  with  other  officers  and  members, 
present. 

St.  Andrew's,  St.  Paul's,  Sutton,  and  Thomas  Chapters, 
represented. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  that  King  Cyrus's  Chap- 
ter, at  Newburyport,  has  returned  its  Charier  and  Jewels  ; 
which  were  received  with  much  regret  by  the  Grand 
Chapter.     And  the  Grand  Secretary  was  instructed  to 


address  the  late  members  of  that  Chapter,  expressing  the 
feelings  of  the  Grand  Body. 

Several  Reports  of  Committees  were  read,  which  we 
need  not  repeat  here. 

Comp.  Robert  Keith  moved,  that  the  Fifth  Article  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  Regulations,  which  was  repealed  at 
the  last  Annual  Meeting,  be  restored.  The  subject  was 
committed  to  Companions  Keith,  Hammett,  Dame,  Wa- 
terman and  Smith,  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  meeting. 

M.  E.  Asa  Woodbury,  High  Priest  of  Sutton  Chapter, 
asked  permission  for  that  Chapter  to  hold  its  meetings  a 
part  of  the  time  in  Grafton.  This  subject  was  committed 
to  Companions  Marshall,  Chenery,  and  McClellan,  who 
reported  favorably,  and  the  permission  was  granted. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  till  9  o'clock, 
Wednesday,  when  it  exhibited  the  work  of  the  degrees. 

A  communication  received  by  Comp.  C.  W.  Moore, 
from  Comp.  Franklin  Weston,  in  reference  to  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  was  laid 
before  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  committed  to  the  G.  H. 
Priest  and  Comp.  Moore,  to  take  such  course  in  regard  to 
it  as  they  might  judge  best. 

The  Grand  Chapter  closed  in  ample  form. 


ANNUAL  MEETING— Sept.  12,  1854. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter of  Massachusetts,  was  held  in  Masonic  Temple,  Tues- 
day, September  12,  1854. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ample  form  by  the  G.  H. 
Priest ;  other  officers  and  members  present. 

The  following  Chapters  were  represented,  viz  :— 

St.  Andrew's,  St.  Paul's,  Morning  Star,  Mount  Zion, 
Worcester,  and  Franklin. 

Several  Committees  reported  progress,  and  were  grant- 
ed further  time. 
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Companion  Keith,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  restoring  the  Fifth  Article,  re- 
ported that  said  Article  ought  to  be  restored. 

The  subject  of  accepting  the  Report  was  then  fairly 
and  fully  debated,  when  the  question  was  put,  and  the 
Report  rejected.     So  the  Article  was  not  restored. 

A  petition  from  several  Royal  Arch  Masons,  for  a 
Chapter  to  be  established  in  Pittsfield,  was  presented, 
and  referred  to  M.  E.  Companions  E.  A.  Raymond, 
Joseph  Bedlow  and  Henry  Earl.  This  Committee  re- 
ported that  they  found  the  papers  informal,  and  were 
accordingly  discharged. 

Comp.  Crooks  reported  that  he  had  received  from 
Northampton  Chapter  fiftyone  dollars,  and  recommended 
that  it  be  received  in  full  for  the  dues  of  that  Chapter. 
Report  accepted. 

Several  other  items  of  business  were  disposed  of. 

The  Committee  of  Finance  reported  on  the  Treas- 
urer's accounts  favorably;  showing  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $128.32,  after  meeting  all  expenses  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  for  the  year. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  election  of  Officers,  the  G.  H. 
Priest  delivered  the  following  Address,  giving  a  brief  his- 
tory of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Massachusetts,  from  the 
organization  of  this  Grand  Chapter  to  the  present  time. 

ADDRESS. 
Officers  and  Members  of  the 

Grand  .Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts: 
Companions. — As  the  traveler  over  earth's  uneven  surface,  often 
ascends  to  elevated  positions  on  which  he  finds  it  convenient,  after  his 
upward  toil,  to  rest  for  a  short  space,  and  from  which  too  he  may  find 
it  pleasant  to  take  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  way  he  has  come,  so  the 
present  anniversary  occasion  affords  us  one  of  those  "  high  hills"  of 
observation  on  which  we  will  stop  to  take  breath  and  look  around  us, 
not  so  much  to  discover  the  approach  of  "  cowans  and  evesdroppers" 
—things  which  seldom  dare  show  themselves—as  to  mark  the  distance 
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wc  have  come,  review  the  objects  that  have  attracted  our  attention  by 
the  way,  and  make  arrangements  for  the  future. 

My  absence  from  the  State  at  the  time  of  your  last  anniversary, 
on  business  of  importance  to  our  beloved  Order,  in  connection  with  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  prevented  my  addressing  you  at  that  time  as 
I  had  intended.  But  I  cannot  feel  willing  to  let  the  present  occasion 
pass  without  making  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry in  Massachusetts.  This  course,  highly  proper  in  itself,  I  am 
the  more  inclined  to  take,  from  the  fact,  that  one  esteemed  member  of 
this  body,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  expressed  a  most  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  Chapters  generally,  and  particularly  those  in  the  country 
towns,  should  be  put  in  possession  of  more  information  in  regard  to  the 
state  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  Commonwealth. 

In  regard  to  some  of  the  Chapters,  I  have  not  found  it  practicable  to 
obtain  much  valuable  information.  But  this  evil,  I  think,  may  be 
remedied  in  future,  so  that  your  presiding  officer,  whoever  he  may  be, 
will  be  able  to  lay  before  you  the  precise  state  of  each  Chapter,  with 
all  its  statistics. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  Masonic  prosperity,  and  with 
some  of  our  institutions,  I  fear,  quite  too  much  so,  if,  in  a  superabund- 
ance of  work  there  is  danger  of  placing  in  the  building  bad  material. 
But  before  speaking  of  the  present  state  of  the  Chapters,  I  wish  for  the 
benefit  of  our  younger  Companions,  to  refer  to  the  past  so  far  as  this 
Grand  Body  is  concerned.  The  older  members  who  have  borne  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  need  no  information  on  this  subject.  They 
can  recollect  the  former  days  of  prosperity,  They  too  witnessed  the 
dark  days  that  succeeded,  when  their  beautiful  house  was  laid  waste, 
and  many  of  their  Companions  were  carried  into  captivity.  And,  like 
the  old  men  in  the  days  of  Haggai,  Joshua  and  Zerrubbabel,  they  have 
lived  to  rejoice  in  the  rebuilding  of  the  Lord's  House,  and  in  the  bring- 
ing again  to  light  treasures  which  had  long  been  buried  in  darkness. 
But  the  younger  Companions,  of  whom  our  Chapters  are  now  mostly 
made  up,  would  like  to  know  the  past,  that  they  may  be  the  better 
prepared  for  the  future. 

THE    GRAND    CHAPTER. 

Since  our  last  meeting,  I  have  examined  with  much  care  the  entire 
records  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Body,  from  the  commencement,  and 
find  that  it  was  first  organized  as  a  Deputy  Grand  Chapter,  agreeable 
to  an  article  in  "the  Constitution  of  the  brand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
the  Northern  States  of  America,"  March  13th,  1798.  There  were  then 
but  two  Subordinate  Chapters :  St.  Andrew's,  of  Boston,  and  King  Cy- 
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rus's,  of  Newburyport.  They  met  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  in  the 
old  Green  Dragon,  in  Union  Street,  Boston.  The  expenses  of 
the  meeting  were  £2,  Is.,  of  which  each  of  the  two  Chapters  paid 
£1,  0s.  6d.  M.  E.  Benjamin  Hurd,  Jr.,  Esq.,  of  Charlestown,  was 
elected  the  first  presiding  officer,  and  styled  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

In  April,  1799,  this  body  met  as  a  Deputy  Grand  Chapter,  and 
among  other  business,  passed  the  following : 

11  Resolved,  That  the  doings  of  the  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter, at  their  meeting  at  Providence,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  ratified 
and  confirmed." 

They  then  discontinued  their  Deputy  form,  and  elected  their  officers 
as  a  Grand  Chapter,  providing  for  a  Grand  High  Priest,  as  well  as  a 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  though,  for  a  number  of  the  earlier  years, 
the  Deputy  was  appointed,  and  not  elected. 

Thos  s  who  are  curious  to  know  how  our  fathers  did  business  a  half 
century  since,  can  examine  the  records  for  themselves.  My  object 
at  present  will  be  to  show  the  progress  of  the  Institution,  by  the  organ- 
ization of  new  Chapters. 

For  five  years,  two  Chapters  only,  constituted  the  Grand  Body. 
But  in  Sepfember,  1803,  a  Dispensation  for  a  Chapter  was  granted  to 
the  Companions  in  the  town  of  Groton,  and  in  October,  1804,  a  Char- 
ter was  given  them,  and  St.  John's  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  duly 
installed  in  that  town. 

Mount  Vernon  Chapter,  Portland,  Me.,  was  granted  a  Dispensation, 
February  13,  1805.  This  Chapter  was  afterwards  duly  installed  under 
a  charter,  though  I  find  no  mention  made  of  that  fact.  But  many 
important  items  of  business,  in  those  early  days,  were  either  wholly 
omitted  or  imperfectly  recorded. 

King  Solomon's  Chapter,  at  Charlton,  was  the  next.  It  received 
a  Dispensation,  September,  1805.  When  this  Chapter  was  first  char- 
tered we  do  not  know;  but  we  find,  that,  after  much  trouble  with  it, 
the  Grand  Body,  in  1807,  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  into  their 
affairs,  and  if  necessary,  demand  their  Charter.  And  yet  as  late  as 
September  6,  1815,  the  record  tells  us  the  Grand  Chapter  consecrated 
King  Solomon's  Chapter,  and  installed  the  officers. 

About  this  time,  or  in  1808,  complaints  were  made  that  certain 
persons  in  Roxbury  were  conferring  the  Chapter  Degrees  in  an  ille- 
gal manner.  The  persons  thus  made,  or  most  of  them  at  least,  were 
afterwards  healed.  They  applied  for  a  Chapter  in  Roxbury,  but  the 
request  was  not  granted. 

Washington  Chapter,  in  Salem,  received  a  Dispensation,  January, 
1811 ;  and  was  chartered  and  consecrated,  January,  1812. 
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King  Hiram's  Chapter,  at  Greenwich,  received  a  Dispensation, 
June  13,  1815;  and  was  consecrated  and  officers  installed  under  a 
charter,  September  4,  1816. 

Adoniram  Chapter,  at  Attleborough,  had  a  Dispensation  granted 
September,  1816,  and  consecrated  June  24,  1817.  In  June,  1825, 
this  Chapter,  by  permission  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  removed  from 
Attleborough  to  Taunton.  And  again,  in  September,  1845,  it  was 
removed  from  Taunton  to  New  Bedford,  where  it  still  holds  its  com- 
munications. 

Franklin  Chapter,  at  Greenfield,  received  a  Dispensation,  Decem- 
ber 9,  1817.  But,  though  this  Chapter  was  afterwards  organized 
under  a  charter,  no  record  of  the  time  appears. 

Rising  Sun  Chapter.  As  early  as  June,  1812,  a  petition  for  a  Chap, 
ter  in  Nantucket  was  presented,  and  the  request  conditionally  granted. 
But  it  is  probable  that  the  condition  was  not  complied  with;  as 
another  petition  for  a  Dispensation  was  presented  June  9,  1818. 
The  request  was  granted,  and  in  November  of  the  same  year,  Rising 
Sun  Chapter  was  duly  consecrated  and  the  officers  installed. 

Morning  Star  Chapter,  Springfield.  The  first  record  I  find  of  this 
Chapter,  is  the  fact  of  its  being  represented  in  Grand  Chapter,  June  9, 
1818,  while  under  a  Dispensation.  It  was  afterwards  chartered, 
though  no  record  of  that  fact  appears.  But  this  Chapter  was  regu- 
larly represented  in  Grand  Chapter  until  September,  1827. 

St.  Paul's  Chapter,  Boston,  received  a  Dispensation  December  8, 
1818.  And  on  the  25th  of  January,  1819,  this  Chapter  was  dedi- 
cated and  the  officers  duly  installed,  with  Masonic  ceremonies. 

Montgomery  Chapter,  Bath,  Me.,  received  a  Dispensation  Decem- 
ber 7,  1819,  and  was  installed  under  a  charter  in  July,  1820. 

New  Jerusalem  Chapter,  Wiscasset,  Me.,  received  a  Dispensation, 
December  7,  1819,  and  was  consecrated  under  a  charter  in  July, 
1820. 

Jerusalem  Chapter,  Hallowell,  Me.,  received  its  Dispensation, 
December  29,  1819,  and  was  regularly  organized  under  a  charter,  in 
July,  1820. 

Mount  Zion  Chapter,  Stoughton,  received  a  Dispensation,  Decem- 
ber 12,  1820,  and  in  August,  1821,  it  was  chartered  and  dedicated. 

Thomas  Chapter,  Princeton,  received  a  Dispensation,  December 
11,  1821,  and  was  chartered,  dedicated,  and  the  officers  installed, 
June  24,  1823. 

Worcester  Chapter,  Worcester,  received  a  Dispensation,  September 
18,  1823,  and  was  consecrated  under  a  charter  in  October,  1824. 
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Mount  Lebanon  Chapter,  Medway,  received  a  Dispensation,  De- 
cember 14,  1824,  and  was  consecrated  and  chartered  the  June  fol- 
lowing. 

Sutton  Chapter,  Sutton,  received  its  Dispensation,  December  11, 
1824,  but  was  not  consecrated  under  a  charter  till  October  17,  1827. 

Northampton  Chapter,  Northampton,  received  a  Dispensation  in 
June  1825,  and  was  chartered  and  consecrated,  August  9,  1826. 

Brookfield  Chapter,  Brookfield,  which  should  have  been  noticed 
next  to  Sutton,  received  its  Dispensation,  December  14,  1824,  and 
was  chartered  and  consecrated,  October  19,  1825. 

Concord  Chapter,  Concord,  received  a  Dispensation,  March  25, 
1826,  and  was  duly  consecrated  under  a  charter,  August,  16,  1826. 

Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  Lowell,  received  a  Dispensation,  April  8, 
1826,  and  was  regularly  chartered  and  consecrated,  August  31,  of  the 
same  year. 

St.  Luke's  Chapter,  Marblehead,  received  a  Dispensation,  June  1, 
1826,  and  was  consecrated  under  a  charter  in  May,  1827. 

Bethlehem  Chapter,  New  Bedford,  received  a  Dispensation,  Sep- 
tember 26,  1826.  In  September,  1827,  this  Dispensation  was  con- 
tinued for  twelve  months  longer.  And  in  September,  1828,  the 
Dispensation  was  extended  to  December,  1829.  This  same  course 
was  pursued  for  several  years  longer;  but  whether  the  Chapter  ever 
received  a  charter,  does  not  appear. 

Here,  in  reference  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Massachusetts,  the 
first  chapter  of  prosperity  comes  to  a  close,  and  one  of  darker  aspect 
opens.  Seizing  on  an  unfortunate  circumstance  which  occurred  in  a 
neighboring  State,  aspiring  political  demagogues,  aided  by  shallow 
brained  tools,  and  encouraged  by  false  Brethren  who  could  readily 
make  merchandize  of  their  honor,  raised  an  Antimasonic  tempest 
which  swept  over  the  country  like  a  tornado.  It  is  not,  however, 
our  intention  to  repeat  the  story  of  those  times  which  tried  men's 
souls.  And  yet  we  must  allude  to  those  days  in  reference  to  their 
effect  on  the  subject  of  which  we  are  speaking.  Such  wild  fanati- 
cism and  exterminating  zeal  prevailed  in  many  towns,  and,  strange  to 
say,  such  was  the  defection  of  men  who  before  were  considered  "  good 
and  true,"  that  even  the  really  worthy  could  not  maintain  their  Ma- 
sonic position  in  an  organized  form.  The  consequence  was,  quite 
a  number  of  the  Chapters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter, had  no  longer  an  existence. 

St.  Luke's  Chapter,  at  Marblehead,  was  the  first  to  give  up.  This 
Chapter  surrendered  its  Charter,  June  9,  1829,  for  want  of  ability  to 
meet  expenses. 
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In  December,  1834,  the  Grand  Chapter  appointed  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil a  Committee  to  correspond  with  such  Chapters  as  wished  to  give 
up;  and  to  receive  their  charters,  books,  &c. 

Some  of  the  Chapters  surrendered  their  Charters  voluntarily,  others 
gave  them  up  at  the  call  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  while  some  actually 
died  charter  in  hand. 

Previous  to  this,  in  1821,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  wras  insti- 
tuted, in  consequence  of  which  four  Chapters  located  in  that  State, 
were  transferred  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Grand  Body;  viz.,  Mount 
Vernon,  Montgomery,  Jerusalem,  and  New  Jerusalem. 

From  these  causes  the  number  of  Chapters  in  Massachusetts  was 
greatly  reduced.  So  that  in  1844,  the  whole  number  was  five;  and 
three  of  these  a  part  of  the  time  had  barely  kept  alive.  For  fifteen 
or  eighteen  years  there  had  been  very  few  exaltations,  and  in  some  of 
these  Chapters  none.  The  five  Chapters  alluded  to  were  St.  An- 
drew's, St.  Paul's,  Adoniram,  Mount  Zion,  and  Sutton.  These  Chap- 
ters, particularly  the  two  in  Boston,  and  Mount  Zion  al  Stoughton, 
sustained  this  Grand  Body  through  the  fiery  trial ;  for  which  they  are 
deserving  of  the  highest  praise. 

It  is  a  long  night  that  is  not  followed  by  another  day.  And  the  day 
began  to  dawn  on  this  Grand  Chapter,  in  regnrd  to  the  increase  of 
Subordinates,  by  the  efforts  of  Companions  in  New  Bedford.  As 
there  was  no  probability  of  reviving  Bethlehem  Chapter,  they  induced 
the  members  of  Adoniram  Chapter,  at  Taunton,  to  petition  for  the 
removal  of  that  Chapter  to  New  Bedford.  And  this  petition  was 
granted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  in  September,  1845.  Since  which 
time  Adoniram  Chapter,  at  New  Bedford,  has  been  prospering,  and 
doing  quite  an  amount  of  work. 

Worcester  Chapter,  at  Worcester,  petitioned  this  Grand  Chapter, 
March  10,  1846,  for  a  renewal  of  its  Charter,  which  request  was 
granted.  That  Chapter  then  commenced  work,  and  has  continued  to 
prosper  to  this  time. 

Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  at  Lowell,  had  its  charter  renewed  at  the 
same  meeting  of  the  Grand  Body,  March  10,  1846,  and  is  now  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

Morning  Star  Chapter,  at  Springfield,  however,  had  its  charter  re- 
newed the  preceding  month,  February  11,  1846,  and  is  still  doing  a 
respectable  work,  so  far  as  I  have  the  means  of  knowing. 

Northampton  Chapter,  at  Northampton,  at  the  request  of  a  few 
Companions  in  that  town,  had  its  charter  renewed,  March  7,  1848. 
But  this  Chapter  has  not  done  much  work,  and  appears  not  to  pos- 
sess much  efficiency. 
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Thomas  Chapter,  or  rather  certain  Companions  who  were  once 
members  thereof,  petitioned  for  the  privilege  of  removing  their  Chap- 
ter from  Princeton,  where  it  formally  met,  to  Fitchburg;  which  was 
granted,  with  a  renewal  of  the  Charter,  October  12,  1847.  Since  that 
time  Thomas  Chapter  has  held  its  Communications  in  Fitchburg,  and 
is  doing  well. 

King  Cyrus's  Chapter,  at  Newburyport,  one  of  the  two  which  at 
first  constituted  this  Grand  Chapter,  after  having  shared  the  same 
fate  of  others,  for  several  years,  had  its  charter  renewed,  September 
12,  1848.  But  this  step  might  have  been  unadvised,  as  the  Chapter 
has  done  little  or  nothing  since  its  renewal  of  charter.  And  being 
discouraged  under  the  circumstances,  that  Chapter  again  returned 
its  Charter  to  this  Grand  Body,  at  our  last  session,  three  months  since. 
It  is,  however,  to  be  hoped,  that  King  Cyrus's  Chapter  will  again 
reclaim  its  charter,  and  hold  its  former  honorable  position  in  this 
Body.     There  are  valuable  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  that  town. 

Washington  Chapter,  Salem,  petitioned  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter, 
September  7,  1852,  which  was  granted.  They  then  did  considerable 
work  for  a  few  months;  but  the  removal  of  some  of  their  principal 
officers  from  that  place,  has  left  them  in  rather  a  feeble  state ;  not, 
however,  for  want  of  numbers,  nor  for  excellent  men,  but  for  working, 
active  officers.  But  as  they  have  plenty  of  good  material,  we  hope 
soon  that  Chapter  will  be  in  good  working  order  again. 

Franklin  Chapter,  at  Greenfield,  which  surrendered  its  charter  to 
the  Grand  Chapter  in  1836,  applied,  March  8,  1853,  to  have  it  re- 
newed ;  which  request  was  granted.  And  since  that  time  that  Chap- 
ter has  been  doing  excellently,  and  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 

Mount  Zion  Chapter,  at  Stoughton,  has  exalted  one  Companion  the 
past  year.  This  is  encouraging,  as  it  is  the  only  one  for  many  years. 
We  hope  there  will  be  more  soon. 

Sutton  Chapter,  at  Sutton,  we  know  but  little  about ;  though  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  doing  well. 

Last,  but  not  least,  the  two  Chapters  in  Boston,  St.  Andrew's  and 
St.  Paul's,  are  in  a  high  state  of  prosperity ;  and,  for  the  last  ten 
years  have  done  an  immense  amount  of  Masonic  work. 

Thus,  my  Companions,  I  have  briefly  stated  the  condition  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  in  Massachusetts;  and  had  I  gone  more  into  particu- 
lars, it  would  have  extended  these  remarks  quite  too  far.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  above,  that  there  are  twelve  Subordinate  Chapters 
working  under  this  Grand  Chapter.  And,  although  it  is  less  than 
half  the  number  which  has  been  chartered  by  it  at  different  times, 
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still  there  are  nearly  three  times  as  many  as  there  were  ten  years 
since.  And  as  Craft  Masonry  is  now  so  flourishing,  we  can  but 
believe  that  other  Chapters  will,  before  long,  be  springing  up  in 
different  parts  of  the  State.  To  produce  this  effect,  as  well  as  to 
perpetuate  the  prosperity  of  the  Chapters  that  now  are,  this  Grand 
Chapter  must  be  sustained.  The  meetings  of  this  body  must  be  thought 
of  and  attended  somewhat  as  those  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are.  Com- 
panions generally  should  know  of  the  meetings,  by  hearing  them 
mentioned  with  interest.  Every  Chapter  should  be  fully  represented, 
either  by  their  full  Councils  or  Proxies  thereof.  This  should  not  be 
overlooked.  And  every  Chapter  should  see  that  their  dues  are  fully 
and  punctually  paid  up.  When  these  things  are  properly  attended 
to,  we  shall  see  a  new  and  powerful  impulse  given  to  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  this  State. 

Another  thing  that  should  by  no  means  be  overlooked,  is  the  Work 
and  Lectures  of  the  degrees.  Here  is  our  vitality.  Readiness,  accu- 
racy and  uniformity,  on  this  point,  are  indispensable,  if  we  intend  to 
secure  efficiency  and  perpetuity.  Aware  of  this  fact,  and  knowing 
also,  that  the  causes  referred  to  above  had  led  to  many  discrepancies, 
this  Grand  Chapter,  in  June,  1849,  passed  the  following: — 

"  Votedj  That  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be  requested  to  take 
such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient  and  proper,  to  produce 
an  uniformity  of  work  and  lectures  in  the  several  Chapters  under  this 
jurisdiction." 

The  result  of  this  vote,  was  a  Convention  in  this  city,  composed  of 
eminent  Royal  Arch  Masons  from  the  several  New  England  States, 
including  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  G.  G.  R.  A.  Chapter 
of  the  United  States.  This  Convention  spent  four  days  in  carefully 
examining  the  question  of  uniformity,  and  deciding  on  what  should 
constitute  it.  The  result  of  their  deliberations  and  decisions  was 
fully  laid  before  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  session  in  Boston, 
in  September,  1850.  By  that  Body  it  was  given  for  revision  and  cor- 
rection, if  need  be,  to  a  large  and  able  Committee,  selected  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  After  much  labor,  that  Committee  re- 
ported to  the  G.  G.  Chapter  such  alterations  and  corrections  as  they 
thought  necessary.  The  whole  subject  was  then  carefully  revised 
by  the  full  Chapter,  and  finally  settled. 

The  work  and  lectures,  as  thus  settled,  have  been  secured  with 
great  accuracy,  and  adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  for  the  Chapters 
under  its  jurisdiction.  No  alteration  was  made  in  this  work  and  lec- 
tures at  the  session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  Lexington,  Ky., 
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last  year.T'^A  Committee  was  raised  to  consider  the  subject,  who 
made  two  distinct  reports,  both  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table; 
thus  leaving  the  whole  matter  just  where  it  was  left,  at  the  session  in 
Boston,  three  years  before.  And  to  the  knowledge,  of  the  writer  of 
this  article,  this  work  has  been  introduced  into,  at  least,  nine  of  the 
States  of  this  Union.  He  has  also  personally  visited  eight  of  the 
twelve  Chapters  in  this  State,  to  aid  them  in  this  necessary  attain- 
ment. StilL  it  is  to  be  feared/  that  all  is  not  done  by  some  of  these 
eight,  that  should  be  done,  to  make  them  perfect.  And  the  other 
four  should  take^  early  measures  to  secure  the  same  end.  Activity 
will  secure  prosperity.  As  early  as  1817,  the  Grand  Chapter  dis- 
covered the  evil  of  itinerant  and  unauthorized  persons  attempting  to 
instruct  in  the  lectures  of  the  several  degrees.  And  they  took  meas- 
ures to  remedy  this  evil,  by  appointing  one  or  more  "  Grand  Visi- 
ters," to  go  to  the  Chapters  that  needed  instruction,  and  impart  it. 
This  was  to  secure  uniformity  and  perfection.  And  we  should  still 
aim  at  those  objects. 

There  is  another  subject  which  I  wish  to  mention.  It  is  the  print- 
ing of  the  doings  of  this  Grand  Body,  for  the  benefit  of  Subordinates. 
There  was  wisdom  in  the  following  vote,  passed  by  our  fathers,  just 
thirtyseven  years  ago,  viz. : — 

"  Voted,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  directed  to  forward  to  each  of 
the  Chapters  under  this  jurisdiction,  an  annual  printed  communica- 
tion (under  the  direction  of  the  G.  H.  Priest,  and  within  one  month 
after  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter)  of  the  names  of 
the  Grand  Officers,  and  such  other  matters  as  the  G.  H.  Piiest  may 
deem  necessary." 

Some  such  course  as  this  ought  now  to  be  pursuedj'for  the  benefit 
of  the  Chapters  in  this  State.  It  serves  another  important  purpose  : 
copies  can  be  sent  to  the  other  Grand  Chapters  in  the  Union,  that  they 
may  know  what  we  are  doing.  In  return  they  will  send  us  their 
doings  for  our  information.  Other  Grand  Chapters  publish  their 
doings  annually ;  but  they  are  tired  of  sending  them  here,  and  get 
none  from  us.  And  here  I  would  state,  that  your  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, who  were  expected  to  report  at  this  session,  have  been 
unable  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  simply  because  most  of  the  State 
Grand  Chapters  have  ceased  to  send  us  copies  of  their  doings.  When 
we  send  ours  they  will  send  theirs.  Then  your  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence will  be  of  some  use  to  us,  as  theirs  is  to  them.  Now 
we  cannot  even  tell  who  are  the  Grand  Officers  in  any  of  the  other 
Grand  Chapters,  if  we  wish  to  correspond  with  any  of  them.     A  dif- 
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ferent  slate  of  things,  in  my  opinion,  should  prevail.    Let  us  all  say 
we  will  have  it,  and  the  work  is  done. 

I  would  express  my  thoughts  on  some  other  matters,  and  more  fully 
on  some  of  these,  if  I  were  not  satisfied  that,  already,  I  have  drawn 
too  long  on  your  patience.     I  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  above. 

STEPHEN  LOVELL. 
Boston,  September  12,  1844. 

After  the  Address  of  the  G.  H.  Priest,  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers  for  the  year ; 
when  the  following  were  unanimously  chosen : — 

M.  E.  Stephen  Lovell,  Grand  High  Priest. 

"      Joseph  Bedlow,  D.  G.  H.  Priest. 

"      Ebenezer  W.  Tolman,  G.  King. 

."      Horace  Chenery,  G.  Scribe. 

"      Peter  C.  Jones,  G.  Treasurer. 
Comp.  Thomas  Waterman,  G.  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Chapter  then  voted  to  defer  the  Installa- 
tion of  the  Officers  till  the  next  stated  meeting. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off,  till  10  o'clock 
the  next  day,  for  exemplification  of  work. 

Met  according  to  adjournment  on  Wednesday,  at  10 
o'clock,  and  exhibited  work  on  the  several  degrees. 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  ample  form. 


REGULAR  MEETING— Dec  12,  1854. 

A  stated  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple, 
Boston,  December  12,  1354. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ample  form  by  the  G.  H. 
Priest ;  other  officers  and  members  present. 

The  following  Chapters  were  represented,  viz : 

St.  Andrew's,  Morning  Star,  St.  Paul's,  Mount  Zion, 
Worcester,  Mount  Horeb,  Sutton,  and  Franklin. 

Committee  on  the  death  of  M.  E.  Daniel  L.  Gibbens, 
reported  Resolutions,  which  were  adopted  and  recorded. 
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A  petition  of  nine  members  of  the  late  King  Cyrus's 
Chapter,  at  Newburyport,  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the 
Charter  of  said  Chapter,  was  received,  and  committed  to 
M.  E.  Companions  Hammett,  Keith  and  Lewis,  who 
afterwards  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  to  be  granted. 

This  Report  was  accepted,  and  King  Cyrus's  Chapter 
reinstated. 

A  petition  from  sundry  Companions  in  East  Boston, 
praying  that  a  new  Chapter  may  be  instituted  in  that 
section  of  the  city,  was  presented,  and  committed  to 
M.  E.  Companions  E.  M.  P.  Wells,  W.  Lewis  and  W. 
T.  Davis,  who  subsequently  reported  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted. 

This  Report  was  adopted,  and  the  G.  H.  Priest  accord- 
ingly issued  a  Dispensation  for  a  Chapter  in  Ward  Second 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  be  called  St.  John's  Royal  Arch 
Chapter. 

A  petition  from  several  of  the  former  members  of  Con- 
cord Chapter,  at  Concord,  as  also  from  a  number  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Framingham,  praying  that  the 
Charter  of  Concord  Chapter  might  be  restored,  and  the 
Chapter  allowed  to  hold  its  meeting  in  Framingham,  in- 
stead of  Concord,  was  received,  and  committed  to  M.  E. 
Companions  Dame,  Flint  and  Marshall;  who  subse- 
quently reported  favorably,  and  the  request  of  the  peti- 
tioners was  granted. 

A  petition  from  Franklin  Weston  and  eight  other  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  praying 
for  a  Dispensation  to  hold  a  Chapter  in  Pittsfield,  to  be 
called  "  Evening  Star  Chapter,"  was  received,  and  com- 
mitted to  M.  E.  Companions  Dame,  Talbot  and  Bed- 
low  ;  who  subsequently  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the 
request. 
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The  Report  was  accepted,  and  the  petition  granted. 

M.  E.  Horace  Chenery  having  resigned  the  office  of 
Grand  Scribe,  to  which  he  was  elected  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  the  Grand  Chapter  proceeded  to  an  election  to 
fill  that  office,  and  M.  E.  John  McClellan  was  elected. 

The  Grand  Chapter  then  proceeded  to  the  Installation 
of  the  Grand  Officers  for  the  year. 

M.  E.  and  Rev.  Paul  Dean,  P.  G.  H.  Priest  of  this 
Grand  Chapter,  and  also  P.  G.  G.  H.  Priest  of  the  G  ene- 
ral  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  took  the  chair, 
and  proceeded,  in  a  very  impressive  manner,  to  install  the 
following  Grand  Officers  : — 

M.  E.  Stephen  Lovell,  Grand  High  Priest. 

"      Joseph  Bedlow,  D.  G.  High  Priest. 

"      Ebenezer  W.  Tolman,  G.  King. 

"      John  McClellan,  G.  Scribe. 

u      Peter  C.  Jones,  G.  Treasurer. 
Comp.  Thomas  Waterman,  G.  Secretary. 

The  following  appointments  were  then  announced  by 
the  G.  H.  Priest,  who  proceeded  to  install  these  Officers 
accordingly : — 

Wendel  T.  Davis,  G.  Captain  of  the  Host. 
George  Moulton,  G.  Principal  Sojourner. 
Solon  Thornton,  G.  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
Israel  F.  Crafts,  G.  Master  of  the  3d  Veil. 
George  Ripley,    "         "         »       2d     " 
Augustus  Towne,  G.     "        "       1st    " 
Richard  M.  Barker,  )/-.«♦„       a 
Martin  W.Long,    '}  G.  Stewards. 
Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  ) 

"     Theodore  Edson,  }  G.  Chaplains. 

"    Wm.  R.  Alger,     ) 
Wm.  C.  Martin,  G.  Tyler. 
Daniel  Harwood,    ) 

Wm.  Parkman,      V  Committee  of  Finance. 
J.  H.  Hutchinson,  ) 
Thomas  Waterman,  ) 

Wendell  T.  Davis,    £  Committee  of  Charity. 
Edward  B.  Moore,    ) 

Voted,  That  the  Grand  High  Priest  be  requested  to  make  an  official 
visit  to  Washington  Chapter,  Salem,  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  that 
Chapter. 
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Voted,  That  the  Grand  Council  procure  all  necessary  regalia  for  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

Voted,  That  $20  be  paid  to  the  Board  of  Relief  for  charitable 
puiposes. 

After  several  other  items  of  business  were  transacted, 
the  Grand  Chapter  called  off  until  9  o'clock  the  next  day. 

Wednesday,  met  according  to  adjournment,  at  the  hour 
of  nine,  and  after  the  exhibition  of  the  work  on  the 
several  degrees,  the  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  ample 
form. 
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